MORE TUFFEN YOU POSSIBLY DIDN’T NOTICE
Peter B. Paisley

Sydney, Australia

Tuffen West’s range, like his output, was vast, and I offer here more examples of work beyond the boundaries of his more visually familiar subjects.

Pathology probably does not immediately spring to mind as one of his major interests, but Tuffen’s skills were deployed in a paper on cysticercosis in pig muscle, by George Rainey, for the Royal Society (London) in 1857.  (The original communication was in June 1855, and illustrations (below) appeared in the proceedings a year and a half later.)
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Rainey’s paper does not acknowledge the illustrators: the plates were collaborations between Tuffen West and his (younger) lithographer brother, William.  Unless one scrutinises the small print at the bottom of the plates, one could easily miss the fact that Tuffen drew the pictures and William did the lithography (the same is true of many other examples.)  The partnership bore more fruit soon thereafter, in some superb depictions of spiders.
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Above are the West brothers illustrations of spiders for John Blackwall’s A History of the Spiders of Great Britain and Ireland (1861 – 4).   The 2 volumes are regarded as classics of arachnology, and some readers may know them: less known, perhaps, is E.F. Staveley’s British Spiders (1866), also illustrated by the brothers, as in an example below.
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Partnership between the brothers was predictable.  Until William died and Tuffen moved elsewhere, they both lived in Middlesex.  As Quakers, they belonged to a large inner London community of dissenters, which was well networked with the publishing business (notably the Churchill firm) as well as with the biological and medical community teaching at and graduating from London University, which admitted candidates from any religion – attracting such nicknames as “the cockney university” and “the godless university” from its detractors.  In 1851, William was a lodger in Charlotte Rea’s boarding house at 4 Lewis Crescent.  One of his fellow boarders there was Robert Lewis: the census describes him as “M.B. a graduate of London University, practising physician”: this is an uncommonly elaborate census designation, presumably at the insistence of Dr. Lewis, and reflects the fact that the dominance, exclusively Anglican, of Oxbridge, had been eclipsed in biomedical leadership.  The Wests, like other dissenters, were part of this new biomedical order.

My next examples are even less likely to be familiar to Micscape readers.
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Above (L) syphilitic eye pathology and (R) syphilitic teeth
Once again, the above illustrations were co-operations between Tuffen and William West.  They are from A Clinical Memoir of Certain Diseases of the Eye and Ear consequent on Inherited Syphilis (1863), a work by Jonathan Hutchinson, Tuffen’s Quaker brother-in-law (he married Jane West).
The Two Sydenham Societies
The Sydenham Society specialised – though not exclusively – in publishing medical literature of historical significance: the works of William Harvey, Hippocrates, Paulus Aeginata and others were issued, between 1843 and 1857.  These were translated into English by various experts, the only exception being the work of Rhazes in Arabic.  (The present article’s writer has so far managed to penetrate that volume only as far as the bottom of the title page, since even the index is in Arabic.)  The society’s premises were at 45 Frith Street, Soho (next door to today’s Ronnie Scott’s jazz club): the Wests were not far off in Middlesex, and when Rokitansky’s Manual of Pathological Anatomy was issued by the Society, in 4 volumes, from 1849 to 1854, they supplied lithographed illustrations.
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The West brothers’ lithography from vol.1 (1854) of Rokitansky (these were the only illustrations in all 4 volumes).  Although this was vol.1, it was in fact the last to appear.
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An extremely rare survival: a letter posted in 1845 by J.R. Bennett, secretary of the Sydenham Society.  The secretary’s wax seal has remained intact.
The Sydenham Society, in some disarray, voted to disband in 1857.  There were dissenting members, and along with a couple of others, Jonathan Hutchinson immediately organised the formation of the New Sydenham Society.  Unlike its predecessor, this concentrated on contemporary medical material, both British and foreign, in translation.

Apart from his voluminous output of clinical material, Hutchinson remained the New Society’s secretary throughout its existence until it ceased publication in 1911, expending much energy organising publication of its 196 volumes.
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Spry’s caricature of Jonathan Hutchinson for Vanity Fair
Apart from the acari, on which I commented in my previous article, other New Sydenham Society work came the brothers’ way.  In 1859, The Society published a translation of On the Minute Structure and Functions of the Spinal Cord and Medulla Oblongata, and on the Proximate Cause and Rational Treatment of Epilepsy, translated from the original by Schroeder van der Kolk, and illustrated by the West brothers: I showed this work’s lithographs in my last article.  Further material by van der Kolk appeared in 1861, in the Society’s Selected Monographs, and once again the West bothers supplied the lithographs, below.
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Illustrations from van der Kolk’s “Case of Atrophy of the Left Hemisphere of the Brain, with Coexistent Atrophy of the Right Side of the Body”
I am emphasising the collaboration between Tuffen and William West.  Tuffen’s obituary notices, and other comments in the literature, have commented on a dearth of acknowledgement of Tuffen’s true contributions, aside from illustration, to many authors’ research publications.  The stand out exception was William Smith, who acknowledged him pretty much as an equal, in his two volume Synopsis of British Diatomaceae (1853-6).
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From the preface to volume 1 of Smith’s work
Not only is Tuffen West prominently featured on the title pages of both volumes of Smith’s work, but the passage above is much more than polite acknowledgement.  Smith was an ordained clergyman, and in using the term “coadjutor”, he was metaphorically assigning the status of an auxiliary bishop to the artist – high praise indeed!

Below, I show two plates which appeared in 1853; one is from Smith’s Synopsis, and the other is from the Microscopical Journal, vol 2.  Anyone flicking casually through the journal would probably not assume the plate below (R) to be by the illustrators of Smith’s Synopsis, and it is difficult to imagine more striking examples of diversity.
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In the case of the Smith plate, readers would know that the illustration was by Tuffen, without having to read the fine print at the bottom left of the page.  But how many would notice that his brother’s name appeared in the fine print at the bottom right?
Tuffen’s coadjutor
For the two illustrations above, lithography was by Ford & West, of Hatton Garden.  The West in question was Tuffen’s brother William.  If Tuffen was Smith’s “coadjutor”, then William was Tuffen’s: Ford & West, and later William West alone, were integral to Tuffen’s work in a great many cases (the Ford & West partnership was dissolved in 1855).
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From the Spectator, May 12, 1855, among the list of dissolved partnerships
Apart from a recent paper by Baker et al. In The Quekett Journal of Microscopy, I have seen no recognition of the importance of William West’s collaborations, and I shall describe more of this in a forthcoming Micscape article.  Suffice it to say that art has been indispensable for the progress of microscopical knowledge, but those whose names appear bottom right, as above, seldom share the historiographical limelight. Pace any collaborations however, from early in his career Tuffen could and did perform his own lithography.
Illustrating for the biomedical establishment
William West senior, Tuffen’s father, was a founding member of the Chemical Society, and a fellow of the Royal Society: leading figures of the biomedical establishment must have learned that his two sons were capable illustrators.   In 1848, Richard Owen was entrenched at the summit of this establishment, and he chose Tuffen West as the lithographer for plates in one of his important works.  Owen’s illustrations were woodcuts by Frederick Gyde, and lithographs by Tuffen.
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Some of Tuffen West’s many lithographs from Richard Owen’s 1848 “On the Archetype and homologies of the Vertebrate Skeleton”
Tuffen’s interest in comparative vertebrate anatomy went a long way back: while still at the Bootham School in York, he was a leading figure in the school natural history society: school records show that he had an interest in taxonomy in his early teens.  All the extracts below from Bootham School records appear courtesy of the school, per Jenny Orwin.
[image: image25.png]sixth half-yearly Report of the York School Natural History Society 6 month
1837 [extracts from]

“Atthe fourth, [generalmeeting] the question whether the Lesser Celandine be called Ficaria
Ranunculoides orRanunculus Ficaria, was discussed by T. Westand Wm Sewell”

“Atthefifth...

. West reada paperon the name of the Petasites vulgaris”





Subsequently, he furnished illustrations of biological variations:
[image: image26.png]Eighth half yearly Report of the York School Natural History Society 6
month 1838 [extracts from]

7. West at the last meeting read a paper on the furcule of birds and exhibited drawings of some of|
jarious forms.”





By now, his interests included botany.
[image: image27.png]Ninth half yearly Report of the York School Natural History Society 12 mo.
1838 [extracts from]
[“Curators of Botany —Wm Smith, T. Westand H. Payne





His affection for the school continued after he returned home to Leeds, and then when he lived in Gateshead, where he began an apprenticeship to the surgeon Henry Brady (a Quaker renowned for his adherence to traditional dress).
[image: image28.png]From the 10* report (6* mo. 1839) Tuffen Westislisted as a non-residentmember, basedin Leeds.

Eleventh half-yearly report of the York School Natural History and
Polytechnic Society, 12t Mo., 1839 [extracts from]

“The departmentof Zoology has received some attention from the curators, in arranging the
drawersof shells, &. They have received three skeletons of birds, iz; the black backed Gul, (Larus
‘marinus,) Ptarmigan, (Tetrao Lagopus) and Peewtt, (Tringa vanellus,) from our non-resident member,
TuffenWest”

Inthis report Tuffen Westis nowlisted as living in Gateshead.





The Brady household included three sons who later became Fellows of the Royal Society, distinguished for their biological work in a variety of fields.  Their father must have encouraged young Tuffen to broaden his horizon of interest beyond wholly human material, and it is not surprising that Tuffen’s interest in comparative anatomy found practical expression in setting up bird skeletons: within a year, this extended not merely to several more bird skeletons but also amphibian and mammalian remains.
[image: image29.png]Thirteenth Half-Yearly Report of the York School Natural History and
Polytechnic Society, Twelfth Month, 1840 [extracts from]

“Tuffen Westhas added skeletons of a comcrake, a frog, and a mouse.” [contributed tothe cabinet
of the Society]

Fifteenth Report of the York School Natural History and Polytechnic

Society, Sixth Month, 1842 [extracts from]

“Three skeletons of birds were presented by Tuffen West, of Gateshead, one of our Non-resident
members, who, in consideration of the many interesting additions he has from time to time made to
our Cabinet, was unanimously elected an Honorary Member.”

Inthe reportfrom the 6% month, 1845, Tuffen Westis listed as based in Leeds again.

Inthe reportfrom the 6% month 1857, Juffen Westis listed as basedin London.





So, by the time Tuffen entered the Brady household, he had many skills: he was much older than Henry Brady’s three sons, and I think he must have exercised an important formative intellectual influence over them (all three later became Fellows of the Royal Society, probably a record for one family).
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Surgeon Brady’s Gateshead household in the 1841 census: Tuffen West appears as a young surgeon (but he never completed formal qualification as such)
.......another Tuffen you certainly missed
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Above is another Tuffen original, of black rush and accompanying caterpillars feeding on its seeds.  It has been hitherto unpublished: as with that in my previous Micscape article, it is shown courtesy of Elizabeth Taylor, a family descendant of Tuffen’s younger brother Theodore.
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