


 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Introduction 
 

Whilst preparing the two volumes of diatom related notes and plates (The Diatom Flora of Nuneaton and some Outlying 

Districts and A Contribution to the Diatom Flora of Leicestershire) I was privileged to view some of the other works by Horace 

George Barber. Amongst these was a small sketch book containing a large number of pencil, pen and ink drawings and a 

couple of watercolours. The majority of these drawings were executed when he was in his forties. There was no text with the 

sketches. The drawings are beautifully executed and deserve a wider audience. It is hoped that the addition of some rather 

eclectic text references and images will add to the viewer‘s enjoyment. I have included a considerable number of extracts 
from the novels and poetry of George Eliot (Mary Ann Evans) who was born at Arbury, Nuneaton many of whose works were 

based on locations in the district. Horace spent the majority of his life walking and cycling in this area where he made a 

home for himself and his family. 

 

I would also like to record my thanks to Horace‘s son, Alan, for permission to reproduce the sketchbook and to Steve Edgar 

for looking over the manuscript and providing valuable feedback. 
 

Steve Gill (December 2013) 
 

 

 



By The Almshouse Window 

by Hans Christian Andersen 
 

Near the grass-covered rampart which encircles Copenhagen lies a great red house. Balsams and other flowers greet us from the long 

rows of windows in the house, whose interior is sufficiently poverty-stricken; and poor and old are the people who inhabit it. The building 
is the Warton Almshouse. 

Look! at the window there leans an old maid. She plucks the withered leaf from the balsam, and looks at the grass-covered rampart, on 

which many children are playing. What is the old maid thinking of? A whole life drama is unfolding itself before her inward gaze.  

"The poor little children, how happy they are- how merrily they play and romp together! What red cheeks and what angels` eyes! but 

they have no shoes nor stockings. They dance on the green rampart, just on the place where, according to the old story, the ground 
always sank in, and where a sportive, frolicsome child had been lured by means of flowers, toys and sweetmeats into an open grave 

ready dug for it, and which was afterwards closed over the child; and from that moment, the old story says, the ground gave way no 

longer, the mound remained firm and fast, and was quickly covered with the green turf. The little people who now play on that spot know 

nothing of the old tale, else would they fancy they heard a child crying deep below the earth, and the dewdrops on each blade of grass 
would be to them tears of woe. Nor do they know anything of the Danish King who here, in the face of the coming foe, took an oath 

before all his trembling courtiers that he would hold out with the citizens of his capital, and die here in his nest; they know nothing of the 

men who have fought here, or of the women who from here have drenched with boiling water the enemy, clad in white, and `biding in 

the snow to surprise the city.  
"No! the poor little ones are playing with light, childish spirits. Play on, play on, thou little maiden! Soon the years will  come - yes, those 

glorious years. The priestly hands have been laid on the candidates for confirmation; hand in hand they walk on the green rampart. Thou 

hast a white frock on; it has cost thy mother much labour, and yet it is only cut down for thee out of an old larger dress! You will also 

wear a red shawl; and what if it hang too far down? People will only see how large, how very large it is. You are thinking of your dress, 

and of the Giver of all good- so glorious is it to wander on the green rampart!  
"And the years roll by; they have no lack of dark days, but you have your 

cheerful young spirit, and you have gained a friend- you know not how. You met, 

oh, how often! You walk together on the rampart in the fresh spring, on the high 

days and holidays, when all the world come out to walk upon the ramparts, and 
all the bells of the church steeples seem to be singing a song of praise for the 

coming spring.  

"Scarcely have the violets come forth, but there on the rampart, just opposite the 

beautiful Castle of Rosenberg, there is a tree bright with the first green buds. 
Every year this tree sends forth fresh green shoots. Alas! It is not so with the 

human heart! Dark mists, more in number than those that cover the northern 

skies, cloud the human heart. Poor child! thy friend`s bridal chamber is a black coffin, and thou becomest an old maid. From the 

almshouse window, behind the balsams, thou shalt look on the merry children at play, and shalt see thine own history renewed."  
And that is the life drama that passes before the old maid while she looks out upon the rampart, the green, sunny rampart, where the 

children, with their red cheeks and bare shoeless feet, are rejoicing merrily, like the other free little birds. 
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Of Human Bondage 

By W. Somerset Maugham 

 

And in a few minutes, Harold and Jane with pieces of bread and butter in their hands, they sauntered through the 

meadow into the hop-field. They were the last to leave. A hop-garden was one of the sights connected with Philip's 

boyhood and the oast-houses to him the most typical feature of the Kentish scene. It was with no sense of strangeness, 

but as though he were at home, that Philip followed Sally through the long lines of the hops. The sun was bright now 

and cast a sharp shadow. Philip feasted his eyes on the richness of the green leaves. The hops were yellowing, and to 

him they had the beauty and the passion which poets in Sicily have found in the purple grape. As they walked along 

Philip felt himself overwhelmed by the rich luxuriance. A sweet scent arose from the fat Kentish soil, and the fitful 

September breeze was heavy with the goodly perfume of the hops. Athelstan felt the exhilaration instinctively, for he 

lifted up his voice and sang; it was the cracked voice of the boy of fifteen, and Sally turned round. 

"You be quiet, Athelstan, or we shall have a thunderstorm." 
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 c
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p
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e
 o

n
 a

 s
li
g
h
t 

e
le

v
a
ti
o
n
 o

f 
g
ro

u
n
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h
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b
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D
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s
c
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e
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c
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g
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a
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c
e
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n
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n
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n
d
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a
d
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g
 

ri
g
h
t 
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p
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e
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o
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w

it
h
o
u
t 
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y
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u
s
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te
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u
p
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n
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a
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n
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in

g
, 
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h
t 

p
e
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s
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a
v
e
 b
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s
c
ri

p
ti
o
n
 u

n
m

is
ta
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b
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c
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 C
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b
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 "T
h
e
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ir
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t 

n
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e
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f 
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y
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p
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n
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a
 
c
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c
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p
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 c
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 d
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b
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ra
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 l
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p
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e
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e
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b
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b
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 d
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 c
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 f
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r.

 

V
e
ry

 
e
a
rl

y
 
in

 
li
fe

 
I 

h
a
d
 
a
 
h
a
p
p
y
, 

s
y
m

p
a
th

e
ti
c
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b
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I 
re
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m

b
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r 
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n
d
in

g
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c
h
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h
y
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e
 

s
p
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n
g
, 
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d
m
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g
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e
 

b
e
a
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e
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c
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e
fo
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 l
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n
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e
n
s
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e
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n
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 c

a
m
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h
t 
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h
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 b
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 p
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t 
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 p
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 c
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 d
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g
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h
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 b
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o
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c
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 b
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e
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 m
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 p
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 d
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e
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a
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e
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l 
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n
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b
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s
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n
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b
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c
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h
e
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 f
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u
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y
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y
 d

a
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Romola 

by George Eliot 

 

The loggia at the top of Bardo‘s house rose above the buildings on each side 

of it, and formed a gallery round quadrangular walls. On the side towards the 

street the roof was supported by columns; but on the remaining sides, by a 

wall pierced with arched openings, so that at the back, looking over a crowd 

of irregular, poorly-built dwellings towards the hill of Bogoli, Romola could at 

all times have a walk sheltered from observation. Near one of those arched 

openings, close to the door by which he had entered the loggia, Tito awaited 

her, with a sickening sense of the sunlight that slanted before him and 

mingled itself with the ruin of his hopes. He had never for a moment relied on 

Romola‘s passion for him as likely to be too strong for the repulsion created 

by the discovery of his secret; he had not the presumptuous vanity which 

might have hindered him from feeling that her love had the same root with 

her belief in him. But as he imagined her coming towards him in her radiant 

beauty, made so loveably mortal by her soft hazel eyes, he fell into wishing 

that she had been something lower, if it were only that she might let him 

clasp her and kiss her before they parted. He had had no real caress from 

her—nothing but now and then a long glance, a kiss, a pressure of the hand; 

and he had so often longed that they should be alone together. They were 

going to be alone now; but he saw her standing inexorably aloof from him. 

His heart gave a great throb as he saw the door move: Romola was there. It 

was all like a flash of lightning: he felt, rather than saw, the glory about her 

head, the tearful appealing eyes; he felt, rather than heard, the cry of love 

with which she said, ―Tito!‖ 
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b
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 p
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 b
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c
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b
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 p
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 m
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 b
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c
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in
g
—

a
s
 
if
 
a
 
fe

ll
o
w

 
h
a
d
 
n
o
 

b
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h
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v
e
r 

T
H

E
R
E
' 
a
s
k
e
d
 t

h
e
 M

o
le

, 
w

a
v
in

g
 a

 p
a
w

 t
o
w

a
rd

s
 a

 b
a
c
k
g
ro

u
n
d
 o

f 

w
o
o
d
la

n
d
 t

h
a
t 

d
a
rk

ly
 f
ra

m
e
d
 t

h
e
 w

a
te

r-
m

e
a
d
o
w

s
 o

n
 o

n
e
 s

id
e
 o

f 
th

e
 r

iv
e
r.

  

'T
h
a
t?

 
O

, 
th

a
t'
s
 
ju

s
t 

th
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 m
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p
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b
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 m
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h
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h
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h
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h
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v
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h
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h
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b
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c
k
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s
t 
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a
s
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n
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h
e
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a
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e
n
; 

I 
s
a
w
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 t
h
e
re
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t 

d
a
w

n
; 

H
e
 w

a
s
 d

a
n
c
in

g
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o
u
n
d
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h
e
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u
s
h
e
s
  

A
n
d
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n
c
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n
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h
e
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a
w
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. 

H
e
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 c
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k
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f 
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e
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 h
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t 
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h
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m
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g
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h
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e
, 

A
 w

a
n
d
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f 
g
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e
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u
s
t,
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n
d
 s
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o
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f 
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n
b
e
a
m

 l
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Ja
c
k
 F
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s
t 
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s
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n
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h
e
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e
n
, 

W
h
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e
n
t 

o
u
t 
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 p
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e
 n

ip
p
e
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o
e
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n
d
 f
in

g
e
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d
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u
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k
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n
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a
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I 
c
h
a
s
e
d
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im
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u
n
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h
e
 w

o
o
d
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h
e
d
, 

B
u
t,

 o
h
! 

I'
m
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a
d
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o
 s

a
y
 

T
h
a
t 

th
o
u
g
h
 I

 c
h
a
s
e
d
 h

im
 e

v
e
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w
h
e
re

  

H
e
 s

im
p
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 w
o
u
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n
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y
. 

 

Ja
c
k
 F

ro
s
t 

w
a
s
 i
n
 t

h
e
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a
rd

e
n
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B
u
t 

n
o
w
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ik

e
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o
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n
o
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W
h
e
re
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 c

a
n
 f
in

d
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 h
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in

g
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I'
v
e
 h

u
n
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d
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h
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n
d
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o
w

- 

I'
v
e
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o
s
t 

h
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 c
lo

a
k
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f 
s
il
v
e
r,

 

H
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a
t 

a
ll
 s

h
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m
'r
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g
 w

h
it
e
, 

H
is

 w
a
n
d
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f 
g
li
tt

e
ri

n
g
 s
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r-

d
u
s
t,

 

H
is

 s
h
o
e
s
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f 
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u
n
b
e
a
m

 l
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h
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Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland 

by Lewis Carroll 

 

'That WAS a narrow escape!' said Alice, a good deal frightened at the sudden change, but very glad to find herself still in 

existence; 'and now for the garden!' and she ran with all speed back to the little door: but, alas! the little door was shut 

again, and the little golden key was lying on the glass table as before, 'and things are worse than ever,' thought the poor 

child, 'for I never was so small as this before, never! And I declare it's too bad, that it is!'  

As she said these words her foot slipped, and in another moment, splash! she was up to her chin in salt water. Her first 

idea was that she had somehow fallen into the sea, 'and in that case I can go back by railway,' she said to herself. (Alice had 

been to the seaside once in her life, and had come to the general conclusion, that wherever you go to on the English coast 

you find a number of bathing machines in the sea, some children digging in the sand with wooden spades, then a row of 

lodging houses, and behind them a railway station.) However, she soon made out that she was in the pool of tears which she 

had wept when she was nine feet high.  

'I wish I hadn't cried so much!' said Alice, as she swam about, trying to find her way out. 'I shall be punished for it now, I 
suppose, by being drowned in my own tears! That WILL be a queer thing, to be sure! However, everything is queer to-day.'  

Just then she heard something splashing about in the pool a little way off, and she swam nearer to make out what it was: 

at first she thought it must be a walrus or hippopotamus, but then she remembered how small she was now, and she soon 

made out that it was only a mouse that had slipped in like herself. 
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c
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b
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e
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 M

a
n
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t 
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e
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o
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a
g

e
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o
o

r
 

b
y
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. 
S
. 

A
rt

h
u
r 

 

C
o
m

e
, 

fa
in

t 
o
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 m
a
n
! 

a
n
d
 s

it
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w
h
il
e
 

B
e
s
id

e
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u
r 

c
o
tt

a
g
e
 d

o
o
r;

 

A
 c

u
p
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f 
w

a
te

r 
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o
m
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h
e
 s

p
ri

n
g
, 

A
 l
o
a
f 
to

 b
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s
s
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h
e
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o
o
r,

 

W
e
 g

iv
e
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h
 c

h
e
e
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u
l 
h
e
a
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, 

fo
r 

G
o
d
 

H
a
th
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n
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f 
h
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. 

T
o
o
 f
e
e
b
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, 
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o
u
, 
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r 

d
a
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y
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o
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, 

T
o
o
 w

e
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k
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o
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a
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 t
h
y
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o
r 
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w

e
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t 
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f 
m
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n
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, 

m
a
n
y
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e
a
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, 

L
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s
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e
a
v
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n
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h
y
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e
a
d
--

 

A
 w

a
n
d
e
re
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a
n
t,
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h
y
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e
a
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 f
e
e
t,

 

H
a
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o
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u
r 
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 l
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m
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b
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 f
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 c
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n
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 b
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n
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o
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e
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v
e
ry

 o
n
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h
a
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 c
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e
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n
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. 
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d
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h
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n
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 b
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, 
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e
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n
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e
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y
 p
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; 

A
 d
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u
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 b
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g
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b
e
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e
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h
o
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d
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o
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h
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c
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c
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 b
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g
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h
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s
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 m
o
n
e
y
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e
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o
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 p
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a
s
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n
t 
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o
m
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t 

w
a
s
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s
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n
y
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e
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d
 d

e
s
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e
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o
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u
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n
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 c
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N
o
v
e
m

b
e
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e
v
e
n
in

g
. 

T
h
e
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p
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c
e
 
a
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n
e
 
w

a
s
 
a
 
p
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re

: 
a
 
w

id
e
 
a
n
d
 
d
e
e
p
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c
e
s
s
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it
h
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o
w

 b
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c
k
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a
r 
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 t

h
e
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d
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, 
w

h
e
re
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a
t 

lo
g
s
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f 
d
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o
o
d
 

s
e
n
t 

m
y
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a
d
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p
a
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s
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p
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h
e
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a
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 c
h
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n
e
y
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h
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a
t;

 a
n
d
 o

v
e
r 
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e
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ro
n
t 

o
f 
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c
e
s
s
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a
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e
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o
o
d
e
n
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n
ta

b
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 b
e
a
ri

n
g
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h
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o
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o
, 

fi
n
e
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 c
a
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d
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n
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E
n
g
li
s
h
 l
e
tt

e
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, 
'F

e
a
r 

G
o
d
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n
d
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o
n
o
u
r 
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e
 K

in
g
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h
e
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is
 c
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n
s
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s
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a
s
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h
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o
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e
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w
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e
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T
h
e
 c
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n
s
u
s
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e
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e
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s
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if
e
; 

b
u
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e
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o
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from Brother and Sister 

by George Eliot 

(22 November 1819 – 22 December 1880) 

 

Our brown canal was endless to my thought; 

And on its banks I sat in dreamy peace, 

Unknowing how the good I loved was wrought, 

Untroubled by the fear that it would cease. 

 

Slowly the barges floated into view 

Rounding a grassy hill to me sublime 

With some Unknown beyond it, whither flew 

The parting cuckoo toward a fresh spring time. 

 

The wide-arched bridge, the scented elder-flowers, 

The wondrous watery rings that died too soon, 

The echoes of the quarry, the still hours 

With white robe sweeping-on the shadeless noon, 

 

Were but my growing self, are part of me, 

My present Past, my root of piety. 



 



Beaumaris bay: the shores of the Menai, and the interior of Snowdonia 

by Richard Llwyd 

 

 

 

The diatom Pinnularia intermedia, 

collected and drawn by Horace G. Barber 
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 S
h
e
p
p
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n
 

C
h
u
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h
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v
e
ry

 
d
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re
n
t-
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k
in

g
 

b
u
il
d
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g
 

fi
v
e
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n
d
-t

w
e
n
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y
e
a
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a
g
o
. 

T
o
 
b
e
 
s
u
re

, 
it
s
 
s
u
b
s
ta

n
ti
a
l 

s
to

n
e
 
to

w
e
r 

lo
o
k
s
 
a
t 

y
o
u
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ro
u
g
h
 
it
s
 

in
te

ll
ig

e
n
t 

e
y
e
, 

th
e
 c

lo
c
k
, 

w
it
h
 t

h
e
 f

ri
e
n
d
ly

 e
x
p
re

s
s
io

n
 o

f 
fo

rm
e
r 

d
a
y
s
; 

b
u
t 

in
 

e
v
e
ry

th
in

g
 e

ls
e
 w

h
a
t 

c
h
a
n
g
e
s
! 

N
o
w

 t
h
e
re

 i
s
 a

 w
id

e
 s

p
a
n
 o

f 
s
la

te
d
 r

o
o
f 

fl
a
n
k
in

g
 

th
e
 
o
ld

 
s
te

e
p
le

; 
th

e
 
w

in
d
o
w

s
 
a
re

 
ta

ll
 
a
n
d
 
s
y
m

m
e
tr

ic
a
l;

 
th

e
 
o
u
te

r 
d
o
o
rs

 
a
re

 

re
s
p
le

n
d
e
n
t 

w
it
h
 
o
a
k
-g

ra
in

in
g
, 

th
e
 
in

n
e
r 

d
o
o
rs

 
re

v
e
re

n
ti
a
ll
y
 
n
o
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e
le
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s
 
w

it
h
 
a
 

g
a
rm

e
n
t 

o
f 

re
d
 
b
a
iz

e
; 

a
n
d
 
th

e
 
w

a
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s
, 

y
o
u
 
a
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c
o
n
v
in

c
e
d
, 

n
o
 
li
c
h
e
n
 
w

il
l 

e
v
e
r 

a
g
a
in

 e
ff
e
c
t 

a
 s

e
tt

le
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e
n
t 

o
n
—

th
e
y
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 s

m
o
o
th
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n
d
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n
n
u
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t 
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s
 t

h
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m
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f 
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e
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e
v
. 

A
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s
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, 
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p
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. 
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 d
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h
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 b
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 b
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 c
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 c
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 p
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p
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p
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 p
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c
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p
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c
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v
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c
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b
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c
e
s
 i

n
to

 a
n
 o

rg
a
n
is

t,
 w

il
l 
a
c
c
o
m

p
a
n
y
 t
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c
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p
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a
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 b
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u
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p
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 c
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 c
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s
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p
e
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b
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o
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d
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: 
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h
a
d
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 d
e
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g
h
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h
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s
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n
t 

h
o
u
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h
e
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o
p
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a
n
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I 

h
a
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a
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e
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o
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e
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p
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c
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c
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 m
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c
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 c
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 b
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Thames Valley Villages 

by Charles G. Harper 

Sonning Bridge par excellence is a severely unornamented structure of red brick, 

obviously built by the very least imaginative of architects, in the eighteenth 

century. If it were new it would be an offence, but there is now a mellowness of 

colour in that old red brick, embroidered richly as it is in green and gold by the 

lichens of nearly two centuries, that gives the old bridge a charm by no means 
inherent in its originator's design.  

Trees, great, noble, upstanding woodland trees, lovingly enclasp Sonning village 

and form a background for its ancient cottages and fine old mansions, and 

against the dark green background of them you see on summer afternoons the 

blue smoke curling up lazily from rustic chimneys. In midst of this the embattled 

church-tower rises unobtrusively ; and indeed the church is so hidden, although 
it is a large church, that strangers are generally directed to find it by way of the 

Bull Inn : a rambling old hostelry occupying two sides of a square, and covered 

in summer with a mantle of roses and creepers. And it must, by the way, not be 

forgotten that Sonning in general displays a very wealth of flowers for the delight 

of the stranger.  
 



 



Venus and Adonis 

by William Shakespeare 

 

So soon was she along, as he was down, 

Each leaning on their elbows and their hips: 

Now doth she stroke his cheek, now doth he frown, 

And 'gins to chide, but soon she stops his lips; 
And kissing speaks, with lustful language broken, 

'If thou wilt chide, thy lips shall never open.' 

 

He burns with bashful shame; she with her tears 

Doth quench the maiden burning of his cheeks; 

Then with her windy sighs and golden hairs 

To fan and blow them dry again she seeks: 
He saith she is immodest, blames her miss; 

What follows more she murders with a kiss. 

 

 



 

 



Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales 

John Marius Wilson 

BROMYARD, a small town, a parish, a subdistrict, and a district, in Hereford. The town stands on the river Frome, 9 miles E 

of Dinmore r. station, and 14 NE of Hereford. It has pleasant, well wooded, hilly environs; it consists of a few very irregularly 

formed streets, many of the houses old and wooden; it sent members to parliament in the time of Edward I., and is now a 

seat of petty sessions and a polling place; and it has a post office‡ under Worcester, a banking office, two chief inns, a 

church, three dissenting chapels, a free grammar school, and a suite of alms-houses. The church is partly Saxon and 

Norman; consists of nave, chancel, aisles, 

and porch, with a tower; was recently 

repaired; contains an ancient altar-tomb of 

a Baskerville, a monument of the Rev. P. 

Jackson, and a number of other 

monuments; and was anciently collegiate for 

three prebendaries. A weekly market is held 

on Monday; a monthly market, toll free, on 

the first Monday of every month; and fairs 

on the last Monday of Jan., the Thursday 

before 25 March, 3 May, WhitMonday, the 

Thursday before 25 July, and the Thursday 

before 29 Oct. Real property, £3,858. Pop. 

1,385 Houses, 280. A railway, called the 

Worcester, Bromyard, and Leominster, 24½ 

miles long, to go from the West Midland at 

Bransford Bridge to the Shrewsbury and 

Hereford at Leominster, was authorized in 

1861, and was near completion in June 

1869.—The parish contains also the townships of Winslow, Linton, and Norton. Acres, including Brockhampton, 8,611. Real 

property, £16,689. Pop., 2,995. Houses, 616. The property is much subdivided. The living is a vicarage, united with the p. 

curacy of Brockhampton, in the diocese of Hereford. Value, £600. Patron, the Bishop of Worcester. 



 



 

"It will never rain roses: when we want to have more roses we must 

plant more trees." 

― George Eliot. 



 



Don Quixote 

by Miguel de Cervantes 

CHAPTER VIII. 

OF THE GOOD FORTUNE WHICH THE VALIANT DON QUIXOTE HAD IN THE TERRIBLE AND UNDREAMT-OF ADVENTURE OF 

THE WINDMILLS, WITH OTHER OCCURRENCES WORTHY TO BE FITLY RECORDED 

 

At this point they came in sight of thirty or forty windmills that there are on a plain, and as soon as Don Quixote saw them 

he said to his squire, "Fortune is arranging matters for us better than we could have shaped our desires ourselves, for look 
there, friend Sancho Panza, where thirty or more monstrous giants present themselves, all of whom I mean to engage in 

battle and slay, and with whose spoils we shall begin to make our fortunes; for this is righteous warfare, and it is God's good 

service to sweep so evil a breed from off the face of the earth." 

"What giants?" said Sancho Panza. 

"Those thou seest there," answered his master, "with the long arms, and some have them nearly two leagues long." 

"Look, your worship," said Sancho; "what we see there are not giants but windmills, and what seem to be their arms are the 
sails that turned by the wind make the millstone go." 

"It is easy to see," replied Don Quixote, "that thou art not used to this business of adventures; those are giants; and if thou 

art afraid, away with thee out of this and betake thyself to prayer while I engage them in fierce and unequal combat." 

So saying, he gave the spur to his steed Rocinante, heedless of the cries his squire Sancho sent after him, warning him that 

most certainly they were windmills and not giants he was going to attack. He, however, was so positive they were giants 

that he neither heard the cries of Sancho, nor perceived, near as he was, what they were, but made at them shouting, "Fly 

not, cowards and vile beings, for a single knight attacks you." 
A slight breeze at this moment sprang up, and the great sails began to move, seeing which Don Quixote exclaimed, "Though 

ye flourish more arms than the giant Briareus, ye have to reckon with me." 

So saying, and commending himself with all his heart to his lady Dulcinea, imploring her to support him in such a peril, with 

lance in rest and covered by his buckler, he charged at Rocinante's fullest gallop and fell upon the first mill that stood in front 

of him; but as he drove his lance-point into the sail the wind whirled it round with such force that it shivered the lance to 

pieces, sweeping with it horse and rider, who went rolling over on the plain, in a sorry condition. Sancho hastened to his 
assistance as fast as his ass could go, and when he came up found him unable to move, with such a shock had Rocinante 

fallen with him. 

"God bless me!" said Sancho, "did I not tell your worship to mind what you were about, for they were only windmills? and no 

one could have made any mistake about it but one who had something of the same kind in his head." 





Becalmed 

by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

(Photograph courtesy of Steve Edgar) 

 

Becalmed upon the sea of Thought, 

Still unattained the land it sought, 

My mind, with loosely-hanging sails, 

Lies waiting the auspicious gales. 

 

On either side, behind, before, 

The ocean stretches like a floor,-- 

A level floor of amethyst, 

Crowned by a golden dome of mist. 

 

Blow, breath of inspiration, blow! 

Shake and uplift this golden glow! 

And fill the canvas of the mind 

With wafts of thy celestial wind. 

 

Blow, breath of song! until I feel 

The straining sail, the lifting keel, 

The life of the awakening sea, 

Its motion and its mystery! 
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 d
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b
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n
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g
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g
 

h
ig
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d
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 d
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n
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. 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 
I
m

p
r
e
s
s
io

n
s
 o

f 
T

h
e
o

p
h

r
a
s
tu

s
 S

u
c
h

 

b
y
 G

e
o
rg

e
 E

li
o
t 

 C
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b
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, 
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 c
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p
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m
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b
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, 
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s
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d
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y
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b
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n
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s
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s
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h
 

a
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c
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s
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m
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y
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f 
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s
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d
 

m
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n
d
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it
h
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u
t 

a
n
y
 s

u
p
p
ly

 o
f 

w
a
te

r;
 i

ts
 b
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 c
h
a
ri
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; 
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s
 

n
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n
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e
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n
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o
v
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c
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; 
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 m
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n
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; 
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d
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o
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e
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, 
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 b
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k
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n
c
e
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w
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t 

w
e
, 
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s
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o
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te
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o
u
ld

 b
e
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c
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 d
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c
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w
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h
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c
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h
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c
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b
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c
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c
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b
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c
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b
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c
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c
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c
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 p

la
in

s
 h

a
v
e
 

n
e
v
e
r 

lo
s
t 

th
e
ir
 f

a
m

il
ia

r 
e
x
p
re

s
s
io

n
 a

n
d
 c
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c
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c
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c
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 c
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 c
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p
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c
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e
 

A
p
e
n
n
in

e
s
, 

o
r 

th
a
t 

a
 
c
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c
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p
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c
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b
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b
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h
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c
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 c
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 p
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h
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 f
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h
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b
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c
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h
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c
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 d
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 c
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v
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v
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a
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c
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b
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c
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c
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c
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o
c
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 p
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b
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h
e
 
k
e
e
p
e
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c
o
tt

a
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e
 
s
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n
d
s
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a
 
s
h
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b
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r 
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w
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, 

o
v
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h
a
d
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w

e
d
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y
 

a
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ig
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h
 

c
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 b
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f 
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a
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r 
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b
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h
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 c
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n
d
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n
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e
r 
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 l
o
n
g
 s
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f 

m
e
a
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n
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m
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w
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t 
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w
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a
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tr
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m
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t 
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g
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e
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w
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d
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e
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p
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 d
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m
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o
li
a
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e
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n
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 d
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 b
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 b
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s
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c
e
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e
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o
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 c
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 c
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e
 
s
p
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n
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il
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 c
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 d
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 n
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h
 

it
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t 

o
th

e
r 

ti
m

e
s
, 

w
il
l 
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n
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a
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e
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e
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p
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b
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e
rs

 
y
e
t 

u
n
b
ro

k
e
n
, 

y
e
lp

in
g
 s

p
a
n
ie

ls
, 

p
o
in

te
rs

, 
a
n
d
 p
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a
p
s
 a

 f
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n
c
y
 b

re
e
d
s
, 

if
 ―

y
o
u
n
g
 m
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p
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b
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 r
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 c
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 p
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 l
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n
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p
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p
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b
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 n

a
rr

o
w

 p
e
w

s
 t

o
 t

h
e
m

s
e
lv

e
s
 i

n
 t

h
e
 m

id
d
le

 o
f 

th
e
 r

ig
h
t-

h
a
n
d
 r

o
w

, 
s
o
 t

h
a
t 

it
 w

a
s
 a

 s
h
o
rt

 p
ro

c
e
s
s
 f

o
r 

Jo
s
h
u
a
 R

a
n
n
 t

o
 t

a
k
e
 h

is
 p

la
c
e
 a

m
o
n
g
 

th
e
m

 a
s
 p

ri
n
c
ip

a
l 
b
a
s
s
, 

a
n
d
 r

e
tu

rn
 t

o
 h

is
 d

e
s
k
 a

ft
e
r 

th
e
 s

in
g
in

g
 w

a
s
 o

v
e
r.

 T
h
e
 p

u
lp

it
 

a
n
d
 d

e
s
k
, 

g
re

y
 a

n
d
 o

ld
 a

s
 t

h
e
 p

e
w

s
, 

s
to

o
d
 o

n
 o

n
e
 s

id
e
 o

f 
th

e
 a

rc
h
 l

e
a
d
in

g
 i

n
to

 t
h
e
 

c
h
a
n
c
e
l,
 
w

h
ic

h
 
a
ls

o
 
h
a
d
 
it
s
 
g
re

y
 
s
q
u
a
re

 
p
e
w

s
 
fo

r 
M

r.
 
D

o
n
n
it
h
o
rn

e
's

 
fa

m
il
y
 
a
n
d
 

s
e
rv

a
n
ts

. 
Y
e
t 

I 
a
s
s
u
re

 y
o
u
 t

h
e
s
e
 g

re
y
 p

e
w

s
, 

w
it
h
 t

h
e
 b

u
ff

-w
a
s
h
e
d
 w

a
ll
s
, 

g
a
v
e
 a

 v
e
ry

 

p
le

a
s
in

g
 t

o
n
e
 t

o
 t

h
is

 s
h
a
b
b
y
 i
n
te

ri
o
r,

 a
n
d
 a

g
re

e
d
 e

x
tr

e
m

e
ly

 w
e
ll
 w

it
h
 t

h
e
 r

u
d
d
y
 f
a
c
e
s
 

a
n
d
 b

ri
g
h
t 

w
a
is

tc
o
a
ts

. 
A
n
d
 t

h
e
re

 w
e
re

 l
ib

e
ra

l 
to

u
c
h
e
s
 o

f 
c
ri
m

s
o
n
 t

o
w

a
rd

 t
h
e
 c

h
a
n
c
e
l,
 

fo
r 

th
e
 p

u
lp

it
 a

n
d
 M

r.
 D

o
n
n
it
h
o
rn

e
's

 o
w

n
 p

e
w

 h
a
d
 h

a
n
d
s
o
m

e
 c

ri
m

s
o
n
 c

lo
th

 c
u
s
h
io

n
s
; 

a
n
d
, 

to
 
c
lo

s
e
 
th

e
 
v
is

ta
, 

th
e
re

 
w

a
s
 
a
 
c
ri

m
s
o
n
 
a
lt
a
r-

c
lo

th
, 

e
m

b
ro

id
e
re

d
 
w

it
h
 
g
o
ld

e
n
 

ra
y
s
 b

y
 M

is
s
 L

y
d
ia

's
 o

w
n
 h

a
n
d
. 

B
u
t 

e
v
e
n
 
w

it
h
o
u
t 

th
e
 
c
ri

m
s
o
n
 
c
lo

th
, 

th
e
 
e
ff
e
c
t 

m
u
s
t 

h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 w

a
rm

 a
n
d
 c

h
e
e
ri

n
g
 w

h
e
n
 M

r.
 I

rw
in

e
 w

a
s
 i
n
 

th
e
 

d
e
s
k
, 

lo
o
k
in

g
 

b
e
n
ig

n
ly

 
ro

u
n
d
 

o
n
 

th
a
t 

s
im

p
le

 

c
o
n
g
re

g
a
ti
o
n
—

o
n
 t

h
e
 h

a
rd

y
 o

ld
 m

e
n
, 

w
it
h
 b

e
n
t 

k
n
e
e
s
 

a
n
d
 s

h
o
u
ld

e
rs

, 
p
e
rh

a
p
s
, 

b
u
t 

w
it
h
 v

ig
o
u
r 

le
ft

 f
o
r 

m
u
c
h
 

h
e
d
g
e
-c

li
p
p
in

g
 

a
n
d
 

th
a
tc

h
in

g
; 

o
n
 

th
e
 

ta
ll
 

s
ta

lw
a
rt

 

fr
a
m

e
s
 
a
n
d
 
ro

u
g
h
ly

 
c
u
t 

b
ro

n
z
e
d
 
fa

c
e
s
 
o
f 

th
e
 
s
to

n
e
-

c
u
tt

e
rs

 
a
n
d
 
c
a
rp

e
n
te

rs
; 

o
n
 
th

e
 
h
a
lf
-d

o
z
e
n
 
w

e
ll
-t

o
-d

o
 

fa
rm

e
rs

, 
w

it
h
 t

h
e
ir
 a

p
p
le

-c
h
e
e
k
e
d
 f

a
m

il
ie

s
; 

a
n
d
 o

n
 t

h
e
 

c
le

a
n
 
o
ld

 
w

o
m

e
n
, 

m
o
s
tl
y
 
fa

rm
-l

a
b
o
u
re

rs
' 

w
iv

e
s
, 

w
it
h
 

th
e
ir

 
b
it
 
o
f 

s
n
o
w

-w
h
it
e
 
c
a
p
-b

o
rd

e
r 

u
n
d
e
r 

th
e
ir
 
b
la

c
k
 

b
o
n
n
e
ts

, 
a
n
d
 w

it
h
 t

h
e
ir

 w
it
h
e
re

d
 a

rm
s
, 

b
a
re

 f
ro

m
 t

h
e
 

e
lb

o
w

, 
fo

ld
e
d
 p

a
s
s
iv

e
ly

 o
v
e
r 

th
e
ir
 c

h
e
s
ts

. 
F
o
r 

n
o
n
e
 o

f 

th
e
 o

ld
 p

e
o
p
le

 h
e
ld

 b
o
o
k
s
—

w
h
y
 s

h
o
u
ld

 t
h
e
y
?
 N

o
t 

o
n
e
 

o
f 

th
e
m

 c
o
u
ld

 r
e
a
d
. 

B
u
t 

th
e
y
 k

n
e
w

 a
 f

e
w

 "
g
o
o
d
 w

o
rd

s
" 

b
y
 h

e
a
rt

, 
a
n
d
 t

h
e
ir
 w

it
h
e
re

d
 l

ip
s
 n

o
w

 a
n
d
 t

h
e
n
 m

o
v
e
d
 

s
il
e
n
tl
y
, 

fo
ll
o
w

in
g
 
th

e
 
s
e
rv

ic
e
 
w

it
h
o
u
t 

a
n
y
 
v
e
ry

 
c
le

a
r 

c
o
m

p
re

h
e
n
s
io

n
 
in

d
e
e
d
, 

b
u
t 

w
it
h
 
a
 
s
im

p
le

 
fa

it
h
 
in

 
it
s
 

e
ff
ic

a
c
y
 t

o
 w

a
rd

 o
ff

 h
a
rm

 a
n
d
 b

ri
n
g
 b

le
s
s
in

g
. 

A
n
d
 n

o
w

 

a
ll
 f
a
c
e
s
 w

e
re

 v
is

ib
le

, 
fo

r 
a
ll
 w

e
re

 s
ta

n
d
in

g
 u

p
—

th
e
  

li
tt

le
 c

h
il
d
re

n
 o

n
 t

h
e
 s

e
a
ts

 p
e
e
p
in

g
 o

v
e
r 

th
e
 e

d
g
e
 o

f 
th

e
 g

re
y
 p

e
w

s
, 

w
h
il
e
 g

o
o
d
 B

is
h
o
p
 

K
e
n
's

 e
v
e
n
in

g
 h

y
m

n
 w

a
s
 b

e
in

g
 s

u
n
g
 t

o
 o

n
e
 o

f 
th

o
s
e
 l
iv

e
ly

 p
s
a
lm

-t
u
n
e
s
 w

h
ic

h
 d

ie
d
 o

u
t 

w
it
h
 t

h
e
 l
a
s
t 

g
e
n
e
ra

ti
o
n
 o

f 
re

c
to

rs
 a

n
d
 c

h
o
ra

l 
p
a
ri

s
h
 c

le
rk

s
. 

M
e
lo

d
ie

s
 d

ie
 o

u
t,

 l
ik

e
 t

h
e
 

p
ip

e
 o

f 
P
a
n
, 

w
it
h
 t

h
e
 e

a
rs

 t
h
a
t 

lo
v
e
 t

h
e
m

 a
n
d
 l

is
te

n
 f

o
r 

th
e
m

. 
A
d
a
m

 w
a
s
 n

o
t 

in
 h

is
 

u
s
u
a
l 

p
la

c
e
 a

m
o
n
g
 t

h
e
 s

in
g
e
rs

 t
o
-d

a
y
, 

fo
r 

h
e
 s

a
t 

w
it
h
 h

is
 m

o
th

e
r 

a
n
d
 S

e
th

, 
a
n
d
 h

e
 

n
o
ti
c
e
d
 w

it
h
 s

u
rp

ri
s
e
 t

h
a
t 

B
a
rt

le
 M

a
s
s
e
y
 w

a
s
 a

b
s
e
n
t 

to
o
—

a
ll
 t

h
e
 m

o
re

 a
g
re

e
a
b
le

 f
o
r 

M
r.

 J
o
s
h
u
a
 R

a
n
n
, 

w
h
o
 g

a
v
e
 o

u
t 

h
is

 b
a
s
s
 n

o
te

s
 w

it
h
 u

n
u
s
u
a
l 

c
o
m

p
la

c
e
n
c
y
 a

n
d
 t

h
re

w
 

a
n
 e

x
tr

a
 r

a
y
 o

f 
s
e
v
e
ri

ty
 i

n
to

 t
h
e
 g

la
n
c
e
s
 h

e
 s

e
n
t 

o
v
e
r 

h
is

 s
p
e
c
ta

c
le

s
 a

t 
th

e
 r

e
c
u
s
a
n
t 

W
il
l 
M

a
s
k
e
ry

. 



 



 

 
T

h
e
 M

il
l 
o

n
 t

h
e
 F

lo
s
s
 

b
y
 G

e
o
rg

e
 E

li
o
t 

T
h
e
 r

u
s
h
 o

f 
th

e
 w

a
te

r 
a
n
d
 t

h
e
 b

o
o
m

in
g
 o

f 
th

e
 m

il
l 

b
ri

n
g
 a

 d
re

a
m

y
 d

e
a
fn

e
s
s
, 

w
h
ic

h
 s

e
e
m

s
 t

o
 h

e
ig

h
te

n
 t

h
e
 p

e
a
c
e
fu

ln
e
s
s
 o

f 
th

e
 s

c
e
n
e
. 

T
h
e
y
 a

re
 l
ik

e
 a

 g
re

a
t 

c
u
rt

a
in

 o
f 

s
o
u
n
d
, 

s
h
u
tt

in
g
 o

n
e
 o

u
t 

fr
o
m

 t
h
e
 w

o
rl

d
 b

e
y
o
n
d
. 

A
n
d
 n

o
w

 t
h
e
re

 i
s
 

th
e
 
th

u
n
d
e
r 

o
f 

th
e
 
h
u
g
e
 
c
o
v
e
re

d
 
w

a
g
o
n
 
c
o
m

in
g
 
h
o
m

e
 
w

it
h
 
s
a
c
k
s
 
o
f 

g
ra

in
. 

T
h
a
t 

h
o
n
e
s
t 

w
a
g
o
n
e
r 

is
 t

h
in

k
in

g
 o

f 
h
is

 d
in

n
e
r,

 g
e
tt

in
g
 s

a
d
ly

 d
ry

 i
n
 t

h
e
 o

v
e
n
 a

t 

th
is

 l
a
te

 h
o
u
r;

 b
u
t 

h
e
 w

il
l 

n
o
t 

to
u
c
h
 i

t 
ti
ll
 h

e
 h

a
s
 f

e
d
 h

is
 h

o
rs

e
s
,–

th
e
 s

tr
o
n
g
, 

s
u
b
m

is
s
iv

e
, 

m
e
e
k
-e

y
e
d
 b

e
a
s
ts

, 
w

h
o
, 

I 
fa

n
c
y
, 

a
re

 l
o
o
k
in

g
 m

il
d
 r

e
p
ro

a
c
h
 a

t 
h
im

 

fr
o
m

 
b
e
tw

e
e
n
 
th

e
ir

 
b
li
n
k
e
rs

, 
th

a
t 

h
e
 
s
h
o
u
ld

 
c
ra

c
k
 
h
is

 
w

h
ip

 
a
t 

th
e
m

 
in

 
th

a
t 

a
w

fu
l 

m
a
n
n
e
r 

a
s
 

if
 

th
e
y
 

n
e
e
d
e
d
 

th
a
t 

h
in

t!
 

S
e
e
 

h
o
w

 
th

e
y
 

s
tr

e
tc

h
 

th
e
ir
 

s
h
o
u
ld

e
rs

 u
p
 t

h
e
 s

lo
p
e
 t

o
w

a
rd

 t
h
e
 b

ri
d
g
e
, 

w
it
h
 a

ll
 t

h
e
 m

o
re

 e
n
e
rg

y
 b

e
c
a
u
s
e
 

th
e
y
 a

re
 s

o
 n

e
a
r 

h
o
m

e
. 

L
o
o
k
 a

t 
th

e
ir

 g
ra

n
d
 s

h
a
g
g
y
 f

e
e
t 

th
a
t 

s
e
e
m

 t
o
 g

ra
s
p
 

th
e
 f

ir
m

 e
a
rt

h
, 

a
t 

th
e
 p

a
ti
e
n
t 

s
tr

e
n
g
th

 o
f 

th
e
ir
 n

e
c
k
s
, 

b
o
w

e
d
 u

n
d
e
r 

th
e
 h

e
a
v
y
 

c
o
ll
a
r,

 a
t 

th
e
 m

ig
h
ty

 m
u
s
c
le

s
 o

f 
th

e
ir
 s

tr
u
g
g
li
n
g
 h

a
u
n
c
h
e
s
! 

I 
s
h
o
u
ld

 l
ik

e
 w

e
ll
 t

o
 

h
e
a
r 

th
e
m

 
n
e
ig

h
 
o
v
e
r 

th
e
ir
 
h
a
rd

ly
 
e
a
rn

e
d
 
fe

e
d
 
o
f 

c
o
rn

, 
a
n
d
 
s
e
e
 
th

e
m

, 
w

it
h
 

th
e
ir

 m
o
is

t 
n
e
c
k
s
 f

re
e
d
 f

ro
m

 t
h
e
 h

a
rn

e
s
s
, 

d
ip

p
in

g
 t

h
e
ir

 e
a
g
e
r 

n
o
s
tr

il
s
 i
n
to

 t
h
e
 

m
u
d
d
y
 p

o
n
d
. 

N
o
w

 t
h
e
y
 a

re
 o

n
 t

h
e
 b

ri
d
g
e
, 

a
n
d
 d

o
w

n
 t

h
e
y
 g

o
 a

g
a
in

 a
t 

a
 s

w
if
te

r 

p
a
c
e
, 

a
n
d
 t

h
e
 a

rc
h
 o

f 
th

e
 c

o
v
e
re

d
 w

a
g
o
n
 d

is
a
p
p
e
a
rs

 a
t 

th
e
 t

u
rn

in
g
 b

e
h
in

d
 t

h
e
 

tr
e
e
s
. 

N
o
w

 I
 c

a
n
 t

u
rn

 m
y
 e

y
e
s
 t

o
w

a
rd

 t
h
e
 m

il
l 
a
g
a
in

, 
a
n
d
 w

a
tc

h
 t

h
e
 u

n
re

s
ti
n
g
 w

h
e
e
l 

s
e
n
d
in

g
 
o
u
t 

it
s
 
d
ia

m
o
n
d
 
je

ts
 
o
f 

w
a
te

r.
 
T
h
a
t 

li
tt

le
 
g
ir

l 
is

 
w

a
tc

h
in

g
 
it
 
to

o
; 

s
h
e
 

h
a
s
 b

e
e
n
 s

ta
n
d
in

g
 o

n
 j

u
s
t 

th
e
 s

a
m

e
 s

p
o
t 

a
t 

th
e
 e

d
g
e
 o

f 
th

e
 w

a
te

r 
e
v
e
r 

s
in

c
e
 I

 

p
a
u
s
e
d
 o

n
 t

h
e
 b

ri
d
g
e
. 

A
n
d
 t

h
a
t 

q
u
e
e
r 

w
h
it
e
 c

u
r 

w
it
h
 t

h
e
 b

ro
w

n
 e

a
r 

s
e
e
m

s
 t

o
 

b
e
 
le

a
p
in

g
 
a
n
d
 
b
a
rk

in
g
 
in

 
in

e
ff
e
c
tu

a
l 

re
m

o
n
s
tr

a
n
c
e
 
w

it
h
 
th

e
 
w

h
e
e
l;

 
p
e
rh

a
p
s
 

h
e
 
is

 
je

a
lo

u
s
 
b
e
c
a
u
s
e
 
h
is

 
p
la

y
fe

ll
o
w

 
in

 
th

e
 
b
e
a
v
e
r 

b
o
n
n
e
t 

is
 
s
o
 
ra

p
t 

in
 
it
s
 

m
o
v
e
m

e
n
t.

 I
t 

is
 t

im
e
 t

h
e
 l
it
tl
e
 p

la
y
fe

ll
o
w

 w
e
n
t 

in
, 

I 
th

in
k
; 

a
n
d
 t

h
e
re

 i
s
 a

 v
e
ry

 

b
ri

g
h
t 

fi
re

 t
o
 t

e
m

p
t 

h
e
r:

 t
h
e
 r

e
d
 l
ig

h
t 

s
h
in

e
s
 o

u
t 

u
n
d
e
r 

th
e
 d

e
e
p
e
n
in

g
 g

ra
y
 o

f 

th
e
 s

k
y
. 

It
 i
s
 t

im
e
, 

to
o
, 

fo
r 

m
e
 t

o
 l
e
a
v
e
 o

ff
 r

e
s
ti
n
g
 m

y
 a

rm
s
 o

n
 t

h
e
 c

o
ld
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to

n
e
 

o
f 
th

is
 b

ri
d
g
e
…

. 
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 d
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from The Eve of St. Mark 

by John Keats 

 

All was gloom, and silent all,  

Save now and then the still foot-fall  

Of one returning homewards late,  

Past the echoing minster-gate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Feast of Saint Mark commemorates Mark the Evangelist and takes place on 

April 25. Also known as the rosebud festival 



 



Silas Marner 

by George Eliot 

In the early years of this century, such a linen-weaver, named Silas Marner, worked at his vocation in a stone cottage that stood among 

the nutty hedgerows near the village of Raveloe, and not far from the edge of a deserted stone-pit. The questionable sound of Silas's 

loom, so unlike the natural cheerful trotting of the winnowing-machine, or the simpler rhythm of the flail, had a half-fearful fascination for 

the Raveloe boys, who would often leave off their nutting or birds'-nesting to peep in at the window of the stone cottage, 
counterbalancing a certain awe at the mysterious action of the loom, by a pleasant sense of scornful superiority, drawn from the mockery 

of its alternating noises, along with the bent, tread-mill attitude of the weaver. But sometimes it happened that Marner, pausing to adjust 

an irregularity in his thread, became aware of the small scoundrels, and, though chary of his time, he liked their intrusion so ill that he 

would descend from his loom, and, opening the door, would fix on them a gaze that was always enough to make them take to their legs 
in terror. For how was it possible to believe that those large brown protuberant eyes in Silas Marner's pale face really saw nothing very 

distinctly that was not close to them, and not rather that their dreadful stare could dart cramp, or rickets, or a wry mouth at any boy who 

happened to be in the rear? They had, perhaps, heard their fathers and mothers hint that Silas Marner could cure folks' rheumatism if he 

had a mind, and add, still more darkly, that if you could only speak the devil fair enough, he might save you the 
cost of the doctor. Such strange lingering echoes of the old demon-worship might perhaps even now be caught 

by the diligent listener among the grey-haired peasantry; for the rude mind with difficulty associates the ideas of 

power and benignity. A shadowy conception of power that by much persuasion can be induced to refrain from 

inflicting harm, is the shape most easily taken by the sense of the Invisible in the minds of men who have 

always been pressed close by primitive wants, and to whom a life of hard toil has never been illuminated by any 
enthusiastic religious faith. To them pain and mishap present a far wider range of possibilities than gladness and 

enjoyment: their imagination is almost barren of the images that feed desire and hope, but is all overgrown by 

recollections that are a perpetual pasture to fear. "Is there anything you can fancy that you would like to eat?" I 

once said to an old labouring man, who was in his last illness, and who had refused all the food his wife had 
offered him. "No," he answered, "I've never been used to nothing but common victual, and I can't eat that." 

Experience had bred no fancies in him that could raise the phantasm of appetite.  

And Raveloe was a village where many of the old echoes lingered, undrowned by new voices. Not that it was one 

of those barren parishes lying on the outskirts of civilization—inhabited by meagre sheep and thinly-scattered shepherds: on the 
contrary, it lay in the rich central plain of what we are pleased to call Merry England, and held farms which, speaking from a spiritual 

point of view, paid highly-desirable tithes. But it was nestled in a snug well-wooded hollow, quite an hour's journey on horseback from 

any turnpike, where it was never reached by the vibrations of the coach-horn, or of public opinion. It was an important-looking village, 

with a fine old church and large churchyard in the heart of it, and two or three large brick-and-stone homesteads, with well-walled 
orchards and ornamental weathercocks, standing close upon the road, and lifting more imposing fronts than the rectory, which peeped 

from among the trees on the other side of the churchyard:—a village which showed at once the summits of its social life, and told the 

practised eye that there was no great park and manor-house in the vicinity, but that there were several chiefs in Raveloe who could farm 

badly quite at their ease, drawing enough money from their bad farming, in those war times, to live in a rollicking fashion, and keep a 

jolly Christmas, Whitsun, and Easter tide.  
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