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RUNWA tY AND LIGHTING

_Flight Lieutenant Prchal had already
telephoned the Convent announcing his desire
to take off at I1.00 p.m. The total compliment
of the Liberator iould now be seirenteen
including the Polish courier. I,et us continue
the story in General Mason-Macfarlane's own
words:

'We 
all set out for the aerodrome in verv

good spirits at about 10.00 p.m., and founi
Sikorski's Liberator all reaily for him, with
engines nicely warmed up. We saw the whole
p?$y on board. including Brigadier Whiteley,
MP, and Colonel Victor Cazalet. MP. The last
to board was Sikorski's daughter looking
extremely attractive in battledress with a
Polish cap.

'I knew the pilot - a Czech named Prchal
- quite well, having flown with him on two or
three previous occasions and, while the second
pilot was finishing warming up the engines
and doilg preliminary cockpit checks, I had
at least five minutes talk with him outside the
aircraft. He was absolutely normal and, in
fact, the best type of pre-war civilian airline
pilot, which we had always known him to be.'Finally, he climbed aboard and while he
taxied to the western end of the runway,
Simpson, my AOC and I walked down to tlie
edge of the runway to give them a parting
wave as they went by. Having turned his
aircraft at the end of the runway, the pilot
again rewed up each of his engines in turn
and then started his take-off run. The runwav
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Map used at the Court of Inquiry from Public Record
Office fife AIR 2/92Y declassified in 1972 (Crown
Copyright). Witness No. 16 was the AOC, Air
Commodore S. P. Simpson; No. 17 Aircraftman l.
D. Oualtrough; No. 18 Leading Aircraftman H. D.
Tisdale and No. 19 Leading Aircraftman E. R.
Howes. The last three airman rushed to the rescue
dinghy when the aircraft crashed.
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left; North Front airfield phoqopraphed by the RAF looking east Above: The runway today showing the post-war ext6nsion at thefive months after the accident (Croin copyright). western ena- itre iriuneiita;d ;;i'he tefi is the iaa-aimoiJ. 
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The Controversy / -: ,
/  o o n - E E n r x l - c  n E  - n t t D T  1 1 E  l N n l l l P YP R O C E E D I N G S  O F  C O U R T  O F  ! N , Q U I R Y

By the evening of  Monday,  July 5,  1943, i  .  , l  OR INVESTIGATION opened on (daie)  
?th Jurv re43'

Ge rman  rad io  was  b roadcas t i ng  t h roughou t  I  - . , - , - - - 11 .  A i r : e ' d ru - r r c r5 '  d -b r * r - r '

Eurooe the f i rs t  a l lesat ion thai  the B-r i t ish I  
dr  1P'4tr  \  Al r  : ! r r . : - ' l  J i r  J 'c .s lo lcor '  ro,no, ' .o,n,o rhe FLYTNG ACCIDENT on (datc)4Europe the f i rs t  a l legat ion th; i  i i i t -B?i t f t  I  : : : . j ' " ' \  

^ ! r I ! r - : : , l  3 i r  J 'c .s l05.ur .  
F.  ^ ,orngt , , r . ,nroiheFLyrNGAccrDENTon(datc l4th 

Jul 'vr{5

Secrel  Service had" murdered General  
t  o/orderor 

l ror th Front  K'c ' ! "D's '0"r ' l 'u '  c ibmltar .
Sikorski .  The General 's  o**  tu" t  i .n-  I  -at . (Pl&e) . .  . . . .  - - . .  - .1n"" ' " " to 'n)

|  . x " . u  i n s c n  r n y  I n d  I  )  r o . " : b , . , i . r .  t r ( t  o

m e d i a t e l y _ c o u p l e d - t o t h e . a s s a s s i n a t i o n o f | : m : i . : : ; ; ,:-"-.., :^ | .i"**. ,,,,,.",ll;ll11lllil l:?lj:-Admiral  Dar lan s ix months previously in I  " '

North Africa and, it was claimed by the iNorth Aftica and, it was claimed by the i
German propaganda machine, that both men i
hadpol ic ieswh- ichhadprovedtroublesometo I  cOMPoslTloN oF THE cOURT (oR NAME OF INVESTIGATING OFFlcEl)

t h e B r i t i s h G o v e r n m e n ^ t . H o w e v e r e a s i l v o n e i _ N r m e U n i tthe British Government. However easily one i
can dismiss these early allegations as sheer i **.*,

R. .k  I  1 . . "  Un i t

croup Cet61il 
--J;G; ;Itun. D;I';X;;--m:C . R.l.F. S€a.mmborry.-

mischief-making, the first ieeds had been I 
- -- 

i i ia6 corordor A.TI. Kay. l l .Q. coastal comnd.

sown in a controversy which has lasted to the I 
Memb'3 (')

I ' i a6  Coro ldor  A . l l .  t ray .  l t .q .  voauur  vor r l

S q u d r o n  L e a d o r  D . l : .  i o 1 1 i n 3 6 .  D . P . C .  I . . U . Q .  C t b F l t s r .

iracies, and he never, under any circum- 
' - ----:

stances, wore his Mae West either taking off Lliromtor II DuaI Totsl Pntt a l;}llta€y f. 8a37 /204s7o. Totll
or landing. He had his Mae West hung over twi!;iasp 2. 5570/, 241s78. " Flt.
the back 6fhis seat where it would Ue tra"nay it s.ttosz/ zostso.

required. He stoutly maintained in evidence Rteso's3c4o +'totos/ zcto+s'

that he had not departed from his usual
oractice. and that when he started his take-off
iun, he was not wearing his Mae West. The -
fact remains that when he was picked up out j

presentday. i , ,....^ rhe Cotirt orrnquiry.t"":lg?lll\t_!:T1'_" I i [:i::::]il3:: I:'';i;.H;::'' k;"lilHl!"l"lilJl''
of the crash was opened at  Air  Headquaners.  I  r " . , , . r , *" , .  pur ioh A1r lorcc.u r  r u E  L r 4 s r r  w 4 r  u P e u w  o t  n r r  r r E a u Y u a r t E r J '  I  

I n . , , . n . r n . € ( : r  
P o l i o h  A l r  F o r c c .

Gibraltar,_on lily 7, 1943 a1d 13s prqi{qd , 
ti;; ;; Wi;r;;;;;

over by Group Captain J. G. Elton DFC,
AFC. hltosether 2^g witnesses were called R.nk i *.* uni(rildrrbn Rrnk I r.-. I ll:li:i*lFb."trt"!".ifr"i;'8;i;;; *"."'"Jr".i , R.nk i .-. :IJJ,:;'* . l-n I_ ..".-., l."j::il.ii"
includingth"epilotwhohadrecoveredfromhis *!,ru- x;r1;rrchor;-- Ti"ffi 

-fl 
f"*:l=Y'- iifi:*-

injuries."The^fact that the pilot_was the only c/'ciP-"' c'^' lorraud' 
l;':$'r,""i iii: l:i: ,1li"I1'' 3ii.ilil;**

oie to survive the crash his led many arm- cJDtain. J.L.;.;i.rliM6. *;;;1"'il;; il i.tt"".i ;.i: r;;;;;". ;i;iL"'r,;i;:
chair investigators to suggest that Flight Jc..c^nt. ti.J.i'oor6, 5tr sqcn. E!t.Lloutr t.t. Fnier. RAF.ly'Front.
Lieutenant Prchal crashed the Liberator 

' 
cor2orol. ,,.A. Dav16. 5It sqdr. Corporal K.J.Alcudor. 5lI Sqd!.

deliberately with the intention of killing the . uorpoml. F.i. iioDiood. :]] :',9. -*c: ^^- -J.f. Llil€s. ttu sqdn.

General .  io back up th is theory,"  the ' | ;9 ' ,  
I i 'D '  Glbbs'  

l t ;1,  lnT:- , : l i " : , : : : '  
H 'v '  Br1ca6'  ?7A'D'R'U'

descliption or events.l'v 6;Tl;i-ri419l: { l);;;i""-'i:i: !ifii;". i:ll:i;: 313:iii:ilill l:l: 3l}ff"' il,*Ai'lii:Macfarlane (from which we have already I
q u u r g u ,  l s u l r s l l u s s u ,  \  * a | P , *  *

._'There was one very extraordinary fact. The 
'

pilot, like nearly all pilots, had his idiosyn- 
'n;.1 - ---- 16- Aidrrm' rvpii"ii-u :u.n.; r.r"*r. 
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cracies, and he never, under any circum-

of the water he was found to be not only I
wearing his Mae West, but every tape and i
fasteniig had been properly put oh and done I I :"'"f}l:" 

- 
i4j: 

511"@r 
T1*]:: fft**;ralst rttor sr; s6rrdusry.-

I r n  ,  ^  i  , , . 5 .  r i c r r l n g .  s / L d t .  
: :  . 2 d d  

p i l o t  5 Z g .  .  p n d  '  n  U i 6 € l n g .u Y '  I  l .  z i l " t - n r n -  l i  6  r . , r  - 6 + ^ -
However, the General goes on to qualifythis | ;. ;i;i;:*' ;;:: ; ; illl9liil;""i ; Nofrr' FataIlv'
nowcYsr, - t l ls.ugl lgrat BUcs OII  t0 qualrry^t l r ls I  i . ' .  Xol ly.  S[t .  Fl t . rq"_inoor j ' ]

statement with his personal explanation of the I c ,8. cerr16. r/s5t. tiv?/A1': i: n
crash:  i  D .  l iux to r .  t / sg t .  y .16s1m.

|  ; , .  S i io rsk l .  Conora l .po l loh  Fcs .  passen[s r .  f " t " f f ] .
'Personally, I am reasonably convinced that i 

':ilil]' 
ilj-""] ii . :: : : :tr," ".""if,"ii',i'".;;ri;ifi;;;;;;i;;;;ii; 

i;;; i , ,"ili:i: 3:i: u,,-.^*,.
the category of the human element. Although | .;,r.r'i,itctoy. Nrlr.
when I  said "goodbve" to Prchal  iust  before 

'  i ' ; r i l l1owskj .  L ieut '  i 'o l lsh iwhen I  sa id  "goodbye"  to  Prcha l  jus t  be fore  
'  i ' ; r i l l 1owsk j .  L ieu t '  i ' o l l sh  i cs .

he climbed aSoard-he appeared-absolutely
normal, I think that he must have had some
form of mental aberration which led him, for
the first time in years, to put on his Mae West. The first page.of the report.on.the proceedings of the Court of lnquiry held a.t Gibraltar.
I think that this mentil abberation ceased There were nine additional witnesses and fiye othor occupants wh_o are. listed on a
while he was actually taking off, but that it continuationsheet. (FromPublicRecordOfficefile AlR2l92 CrownCopyright)'
came on again almost at once, that in the
darkness he lost his horizon, and that, in fact, Flight Lieutenant Prchal's own explanation disposal of the load. I started my engines and
he flew the aircraft inexorably straight into the was given during his cross-examination when warmed them up, and then proceeded to the
sea without realising what he was doing until called as the first witness at the Court of end of the runway where I ran them up and
the very last second when it was too late to do Inquiry: did the normal cockpit check. Everlthing was
anything except switch offhis engines. All this 

'l am a pilot in No. 511 Squadron, and on satisfactory. I received the "green" sign-al at
is iurther corioborated by the fait that, when July 4th 1943 I was captain of Liberator 2310 hours and commenced to take off. At
the aircraft hit the watei, the undercarriage aircraft No. AL523. On 3rd July 1943 I landed about 130 T.p.h. I was airborne. When I was
was still down and locked in the "down" at Gibraltar at approximately 1630 hours at about 150 feet I eased the control column
position whereas, normally, any pilot would having flown from Cairo West. The aircraft fo,rward to gather speed. My speed built up to

irull up his undercarriage \r'ithh a matter of was ineverywayseniceable. Afterlandingthe 165 m.p.h. I_,wanted_to climb. ag_ain so at-
iecond-s of becoming airborne. Many of us on aircraft was " D.Ied" by my Flight Engineer, tempted to pull back the control column but I
the Rock indulged in a great deal of thought and also by the ground staff of 51 I Squadron could not do so. The control column was
and speculatio"n regarding how such 1n at Gibraliar. dn 4th July 1943, at ap- definitely locked. I told my second pilot over
inexplicable crash should have occurred, and proximately 2240 | went aboard the aircraft the inter-communication to check over the
all those whose judgement I value. including ind was sitisfred everJthing was in order. I conttols quic^kly. At this_ time the_-under-
my AOC, finally igreed with me that the did not see where the passengers were seated, carriage was fully up lnd the fla-pshalf-down,
diiaster was cleaily due either to an error of but before we started the engines the Flight that is normal take offposition. When I found
judgement or, more likely, a temporary Engineer reported to me that all ihe I was unable to move the control column I put
Lla;koutonthepartofthepiiot. pas"sengers wire properly seated. There were on trim in an endeavout.to.gain height, but

'The question of sabotage was also raised' -leven passengers, five of whom were in the nothing happened. All this time I was pulling
wrote General Mason-Macfarlane 

'but bomb 6ay and six in the fuselage. This was back on the control column but could not
rejected as the machine had a Commando and one more than when we took off from Cairo, move it backwards. I got no reply from the
RAF guard on her during the whole stay on the extra passenger being seated in the bomb second pilot over the inter-communication
Gibraltar aerodrome while Sikorski was on bay. The all up weight was approximately and the aircraft was rapidly approaching the
theRock' .  52,000 lbs.  I  was qui te sat is f ied wi th the water.  I thenshoutedout"crashlanding"to
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