
PROTOZOA BIO-DIVERSITY FROM A LARGE SUBURBAN POND 
 IN SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA.

The Mill Pond, Mill Pond East and Engine Pond are three interconnected small lakes in 
Sydney’s largely industrial suburb of Botany. It is neighboured by Sydney International 
Airport, Botany Bay and reasonably close to Bondi, Coogee and Maroubra beaches, 
Randwick Racecourse and the Sydney Cricket Ground.

The inflow is largely from suburban storm water and runoff from the Eastlakes Golf Course.



From time to time, over a number of years, I have monitored these small lakes and have 
been surprised and delighted by their amazing bio-diversity. I have recorded more that 200 
genera of protists and drawn more than 100 of them, including a few whose identity still 
remains a mystery. Included in this number is Apocarchesium, which I found and drew in 
2002. It was finally described and named in the Eur J Protistol. 2009 by Ji and Kusuoka who
had found it in Japan in 2008.

Included in this article are drawings of but a few of the many protozoa I have recorded and 
drawn from these small lakes.
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