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With the return of summer in our northern latitudes
many plants are busy reproducirfglowers are blooming
everywhere, not only in the undergrowth but also in
trees. Many people tend to forget that trees are also
flowering plants, and most of them can produce flowers 3
in truly amazing numbers. ;

One such tree is the cottonwood, so named foe th
cottony fibres that allow its seeds to float some distanceg
from the tree, especially on breezy days. The female
flower producing those seeds measure between 15 and
30 cm. it has been estimated that a single tree can
produce as many as 48 million see8s!imagine what
can happen when a whole forest of cottonwood start
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Cottonwoods are tall and handsome trees, usually growing along
waterways.

Seen from a distance, the seed pods look just like balls of cotton
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Open seed pods releasing their load of cottony seeds.



The seeds form inside capsules. Once ripe, the capbulssopen and release their seeds; the slightest breeze withthe
blow the seeds away and disperse them over great distarkabng seeds accumulate on the ground by millions,
forminggreat fluffy mats that can look like lightffya y 2 6 ® ¢ KA a4 A LISOGI Ot S R2SayQi
wet, the soft fibers amost seem to melaway and virtually disappear, leaving only the tiny seed behind.
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BICHristian Autotte :
Pods can fall off the tree before all the seeds have been released Once a seegod has released its seeds it simply falls to the grounc
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the reproductive successf the trees.
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The individual seeds are tiny, pscially when compared to the giant organism that ha
the potential of growing from it.
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bloom their seeds can accumulate in great mats that
swirl up behind anybody walking along those paths.



