
Visionking Monocular

A year or so ago I bought one of these for six or seven pounds online.

Why are you writing about this in a magazine for microscopy you may well ask? Well take a look at
the instruction leaflet from inside the box and you’ll see.

 Aside from describing the monocular more accurately than the box does it also tells you that it 
focuses from infinity to 10 inches or so. This type of monocular is often used as a vision aid and 
Eschenbach make a range of them but at a very much higher cost. 



It isn’t a new idea of course. Zeiss made the Turmon for many years and at one time apparently 
offered a large range of accessories including lenses to give closer focussing and make it into a 
dissecting microscope. How to do this is well described by Harry Dade in his Quekett and other 
articles and the Anatomy and Dissection of the honeybee appendix 1. Adding a stand and an object 
lens from a defunct 8 x 20 monocular gives a nominal x20 dissecting microscope. Stopping the lens 
down improves the depth of field and the wide focussing range is very useful. Owning two good 
stereo microscopes means I haven’t pursued this option very far yet. I have found it useful for birds 
on a feeder or insects on a plant, flower inspections and the like. Being able to check the aerials on 
the tower at Crystal Palace and buds on a tree just by refocussing the same cheap instrument was 
very satisfying.

Optically and mechanically it isn’t the finest piece of equipment I own. You have to be realistic and 
remember the cost after all. However being small and light it does get taken out which my good 
binoculars and stereo microscopes don’t and if lost or damaged I can live with the loss as well as 
the field curvature indifferent achromatism and other faults. The one you’re carrying always is a 
better bet than the one you left in the cupboard at home right? I wasn’t overly impressed with the 
Eschenbach my mother was prescribed either - especially at the price!

I am to be fair an old grouch!
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The address to download the pdf of the instruction sheet didn’t work for me either.

Comments to the author David Stephens are welcomed, email - dstepsss AT gmail DOT com.
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