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Introduction
I’ve been into diatoms almost as long as I’ve been into microscopy; something like [cough] forty
[cough] five years. I used to collect antique slides, including diatom arrangements, but prices
rose steeply a few years ago and I couldn’t afford them any more. The desire to buy new
equipment outweighed the desire to buy slides, and the hobby fund could only stretch so far.

In fact, prices got so “good”, I
decided to sell my collection
to raise cash for more
accessories and upgrades. I
spent too much time looking
at the same slides over and
over again anyway, so they
weren’t hard to sell. I thought
I’d regret selling the diatom
arrangements though, so I
elected to hang on to those
even though they fetched the
best prices.

Then I found Raymond
Hummelink’s excellent
Micscape article on making
selected diatom slides. This
led me to believe that with

some practice I could make arrangements too. So I sold my remaining slides with a promise that
I’d learn the art and make replacements of my own. It’s all Raymond’s fault!

That was a little over two years ago. Sure enough, I can make arrangements now, but it took
rather more than “some” practice. Two years and 2000 hours of effort later I’m still learning, still
practicing, and still making mistakes. But it’s a truly satisfying (and ongoing) experience that I’d
strongly encourage others to try.

This article is not a “how to” guide (see Raymond’s article and other sources listed in the
references for that). Rather, it is a grab-bag description of some approaches I developed while
learning the craft, interspersed with images of my work. I’ve tried to describe a few aspects that I
haven’t seen documented elsewhere in the hope this will be of interest to those already mounting
diatoms as well as those who’d like to try.

Main Equipment
Assuming you already have cleaned material, the only tools you need for making diatom
arrangements are a micromanipulator, a microscope and a fixative-coated coverslip to arrange the



http://www.microscopy-uk.org.uk/mag/artfeb07/sb-zeiss.html
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